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XXI.
An Aecount from James Burrow Efz; F.R.S. of
what Mr. Boytield 2ld him concerning the
late Earthquake.

Friday, March 16, 1749,

Read March 22. R. Fofiah Boife d, of Gravel-

1749 Lane, ncar 3t. George's Fields,
Southwark, toid mc, rhat at the Time of the Earth-
quake, on Thurjday Morning the 8th inftant, he
was not far from its Canal, and that it was a clear
ftill Morning; the Air (as he exprefied it) as clear
as a Bell, with not a Breath of Wind ftirring. As
clear as a Bell, except that {mall Hazinefs which
there almoft aiways is in the Morning-Air.

He heard, he faid, a great Noife like Thunder;
which he at firft took to be the Report of Ship-
Guns; and imediately alter the Ground fhook and
trembled under him, and he heard his Men fay,
Look at the Fifh. The Sound came from the Scuth-
Eaft, and moved to the Welt or North-Wef, over
Weftminfter : It went off rattling like ten thoufand
Cannons and he thought that Weffminfier- Abbey,
and all that Part of the Town was coming down,
‘The Sound preceded the Motion, and was cided

efore the Motion ceafed.

He went, he fays, nearer to the Canal, and faw
the Water much difturbed 5 but he did not himieif
aftualiy fee the Fifh leap out of the Water: How-
cver, fome of his Men, whofe Accouat he can de-
pend upon,faw feveral Roach leap up, and faw the Fith
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in genera! thoot away in ail So:ts of Dire&ions, and
fecem to fhift for themfelves, as if they were frighted
and alarmed at what had happened.

XXII.

Olfervations on the Earthguake, March 8.
1749. &y C. Mortimer, /1i.D. Secr. R. S,

Devon'bire-ftreet, near Queen’s-Square.

Read March zz. N Thur{day Morning, March 3.
1750 1749. I awaked alittle after Fives
Topen’d my Curtains, and obferved the Sky hazy: I
drank aDraught of Water, and,looking, on myWatch,
found it to be but half an Hour paft §; and there-
fore was going to lie down azain in my Bed s when,
leaning upon my right Elbow, I fitft feit a Shock,
as if the whole Houfe was violently pufhed from
the NW to the SE and then, with equal Fo:ce,
puthed back again from S E to N'W bctweea
which Shocks I heard a dull Noife; as if fomething
heavy, but {oft, roiled to-and-fro” in the Garret over
my Head. I faw the Cornice and Ceiling of tie
Room fuafibly move, and then perceived a third
and fourth Shock, fo flow as to give me Time to
reflest what might be the Event; and then a fifth and
fixth, which I own began to frighten me; the
Strekes feeming to be excceding ftronz; not at all
like aqu kingortremulous Motion, but like a forcibie
Shoving backwards and forwards; much refembiing
the Rocking ota Coack, when crofling the Rutts, or
giving Way to another Carriage. My Son, who lay
12 the next Room called out in themidft of it to know
I what



